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SUBJECT: CEMA SUMMIT MEETING POSTPONED - APPARENTLY LAST MINUTE 

REF: (A) MOSCOW 16183; (B) MOSCOW 16017; (C) MOSCOW 14611; 

(D) STATE 262520 (NOTAL) 

1. EMBOFP INPORMED AT LUNCH NOVEMBER 15 BY RELIABLE SOVIET 
SOURCE THAT CEMA SUMMIT MEETING, WHICH HAD BEEN SCHEDULED TO 
TAKE PLACE IN MOSCOW DURING WEEK OF NOVEMBER 17-21, HAS BEEN 
UNEXPECTEDLY POSTPONED. 

2. MAIN REASON GIVEN POR POSTPONEMENT WAS "PROBABLE DECISION" 

TO HOLD WARSAW PACT POLITICAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE (PCC) MEET- 
ING DIRECTLY BEPORE OR AFTER CEMA SUMMIT, TAKING ADVANTAGE 
OP PRESENCE IN MOSCOW OP TOP PARTY AND GOVERNMENT LEADERS 
PROM CEMAAVARSAW PACT COUNTRIES. SOURCE SAID THAT ALL 
REPEAT ALL PREPARATIONS POR CEMA EXTRAORDINARY SESSION 
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CPSU TO MAKE FINAL DECISION AS TO EXACT DATES AND HIS 
DECISION COULD BE ANNOUNCED AT ANY TIME. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONING REGARDING IMPACT OF 
ROMANIAN-SOVIET DISAGREEMENT ON WAY IN WHICH CEMA-EEC 
RELATIONS SHOULD BE CONDUCTED, SOURCE CONCEDED THAT THIS 
ISSUE IS STILL NOT SETTLED. HE INSISTED, HOWEVER, THAT 

IT IS NOT A PRIMARY REASON FOR POSTPONEMENT OF CEMA 
SUMMIT WHICH, HE SAID, WILL TAKE PLACE REGARDLESS OF 
WHETHER ROMANIANS AGREE OR DO NOT AGREE. 

4. COMMENT- DECSION TO LINK WARSAW PACT PCC MEETING 
WITH CEMA SUMMIT APPEARS PRACTICAL FROM LOGISTICAL 
AND TIME-SAVING VIEWPOINT. IT IS DIFFICULT TO JUDGE TO 

WHAT EXTENT ROMANIAN INTRANSIGENCE (OR OTHER FACTORS) MAY HAVE 
CONTRIBUTED TO DELAY, ALTHOUGH, AS EMBASSY REPORTED REFTEL A, 

WE BELIEVE SOVIETS PREPARED TO PROCEED WITHOUT FULL 
ROMANIAN AGREEMENT. FACT THAT OFFICIALS OF MOSCOW'S 
INOZEMTSEV INSTITUTE (IMEMO) TOLD US CORRESPONDENT 
NOVEMBER 13 THAT CEMA SUMMIT WOULD CONVENE NEXT WEEK AS 
SCHEDULED TENDS TO CONFIRM THAT POSTPONEMENT WAS INDEED 
A LAST-MINUTE AFFAIR. 
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